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GERMANY. 



1. The German nations are divided from Boumuricg. 
Gaul and the Alpine and Illjrrian provinces 
by the Rhine and the^ Danube, and from the 
Sarmatian and Dacian tribes either by ranges 
of mountains or mutual fears of war. Their 
other boundary is the encircling ocean, which 
sweeps through broad gulfs and around islands 
of immense extent. The wars have but lately 
revealed what we know of some of their tribes 
and kings. 

The Rhine springs from an inaccessible and 
lofty precipice in the Alps, flowing with a 
slight westward curve into the North Sea. 
The Danube pours off the easy and low decli- 
vities of the Black Forest, and passes several 
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nations before it breaks into the Euxine 
through six channels : the seventh mouth is 
lost in a morass. 

I'eopie. 2. The Germans, in my beUef, must actu- 

ally have sprung from the soil, with little 
mixture of race from later visitors or 
guests ; for in ancient times men who 
wanted to change their . homes never went by 
land, but used boats ; and those vast and, 
as I may say, hostile seas are very rarely 
visited by ships from our part of the 
world. Who, indeed, without counting the 
perils of a stormy and unknown voyage, would 
. ever leave Asia or Africa or Italy to look for 
Germany ? — an uncouth land of bleak weather 
— dreary to live in or to look upon, unless it 
were one's fatherland. 

%jras. They sing in their old Sagas, their only sort 

j of history or chronicle, that the God Tuisco, 

bom of the earth, and his son Mann began and 
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built up their race. To this Mann they give 
three sons, after whose names the tribes next 
to the sea are called the I'lga^vons, those 
nearest to them the Hermions, and all the rest 
EstoBvons. Some, by historical licence, assert 
that there were more sons of the God and 
more titles of the race, as Marsians and Gam- 
brivians, Suabians and Vandals, and that 
these are real old names, while Germany is a 
modern name but recently bestowed ; for the 
first who crossed the E/hine and drove away 
the Gauls, whom we call Tungrians, were 
called " the Germans " ; and so the name of a 
tribe (not of the nation) gradually prevailed 
until all were called Germans, at first by the 
vanquished in their fear, and afterwards by 
choice. 

3. They also tell a story of Hercules ^ living The war cry 
with them, aild on their way to battle sing \ 
* This refers to the legends of Thor. . 
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songs about the " bravest of the brave." They 
have another kind of song, a chaunt which is 
called the war-cry, by which they kindle their 
courage and in the movement of thoThythm 
find omens for the fortune of the fight ; for 
they strike or are struck by terror, according 
to the sounds from the front. It seems to 
them to be a warlike concert rather than a 
noise of shouting ; and they notice particularly 
the harshness of the sound, and the broken 
echoes, holding the shield to the face that the 
reverberation may swell the deepness and ful- 
ness of the tone. 

Some think, moreover, that Ulysses* was 
borne to these seas in his long and legendary 
wanderings, and visited the German countries, 
and that Asburg on the Rhine, which is at 
this time one of our settlements, was founded 

* A reminiscence of the stories of Sigmund the 
Wanderer. 
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by him and called Ascipurgion in Greek ; and i 
that once in the same place an altar was found 
consecrated to Ulysses, with the name of 
Laertes his father added, and that tombs and 
certain barrows with Greek inscriptions are 
still standing on the boundaries of Germany 
and the Alpine province. All this I have no 
mind either to confirm or refute, but every one 
according to his disposition can support or im- 
pugn the belief as he will. 

4. For myself I agree with those who Features, 
hold that the peoples of Germany were never 
crossed with another race in marriage, and 
that they belong to no one but themselves, 
and are a pure stock unlike any other in the 
world. This is the reason that in such a vast 
multitude of men, all have the same bodily 
character — fierce blue eyes and red hair, and 
stout bodies good only for a charge : in fatigue 
and hard work they have not a corresponding 
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endurance, and they are but little able to bear 
thirst or heat, though accustomed to cold and 
hunger by their climate or the nature of the soil, 
t'limate. 5. Their country, with a few local diver- 
sities, is divided as a whole between shaggy 
forest and filthy marsh, rather wetter where it 
looks on Gaul, rather breezier on the Illyrian 
side. Though an unkind soil for fruit-ti^ees, it 
is fertile enough, and abounding in cattle 
mostly of a stunted breed. Even the oxen 
have lost their noble look and their glory of 
horns. The masters delight in a multitude of 
beasts, the only kind of wealth for which they 
care. I know not if it be the love or the 
wrath of God which has denied them silver 
and gold ; nor can I say for cei^ain that no 
veins of gold or silver exist in German soil, for 
who has searched it ? but possession and use 
are very different things. One may see among 
them silver vases — presents made to their 
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heralds and chiefs, which are held just as 
cheap as pots of clay, though the tribes nearest 
to us, from their experience of traders, set some 
value on gold and silver, and recognise and 
pick out some of our kinds of coin. The men 
of the interior use the older and simpler 
method of barter. They like the money to be 
old and of an early coinage, such as the coins 
stamped with the Saw or the Chariot and Pair ; j 
and they look for silver rather than gold, not 
from any feeling of preference, but because 
silver coins, from their number, arc more easy 
to use for people who deal in cheap and com- 
mon goods. 

6. They have not even more iron than they weapons, 
want, if we may judge from the fashion of 
their weapons. Very few use the sword or the 
long spear. They cany javelins, or, to use 
their own word, "frames,"* with a short, nar- 
* The old word is ** pfriemen." 
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row blade, but so sharp and handy that, as 
occasion demands, they use the same darts 
either for thrusting or throwing. Even the 
horseman is content with a javelin and shield. 
The f(X)tmen shower darts, each throwing seve- 
ral times, and stand naked or in their light 
mantles, shaking them towards the sky. They 
make no boast of art : their shields alone are 
picked out in choice colours. A few have 
breastplates, and here and there one has a 
helmet or steel cap. Their horses are not 
noticeable for shape or speed, neither are they 
taught to wheel about like our own : they ride 
them straight forward or with a wheel to the 
right flank, so as to keep the circle together 
and have no line in the rear. Speaking gene- 
rally, their infantry is the best force ; and so 
in skirmishing they use both horse and foot 
together, a cavalry skirmish being very well 
suited to the swiftness of the men on foot, who 
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are the pick of all the young men, and sta- 
tioned in front of the line. There is a limit to 
the number, every village sending a hundred, 
and that is what they are called among their { 
•friends, changing a mere numeral into a title 
of honour. They form line in wedge-like 
bodies. They think that to retire, at any rate 
until you charge them again, is a matter more 
of policy than courage. They carry off the 
bodies of their own men, even in doubtful 
battles. To have lost the shield is the worst 
of crimes, and the disgraced soldier can attend 
neither sacrifice nor council; and many sur- 
vivors in their wars have put an end to their 
infamy with a halter. 

7. Their kings are chosen by race, their Battif^s. 
leaders by valour. Nor have the kings a free I 
or unbounded sway ; and the leaders use ex- 
ample more than authority, and keep the first 
place by the men admiring their activity and 
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their fighting in view of all and in front of the 
line. Moreover, it is not lawful to rebuke or 
arrest a man, nor even to give a blow, except 
for the priests ; and they do it not as for a 
punishment or at the bidding of the chief, but 
as commanded by the God who, as they think, 
is present in the battle ; and they carry into 
the fight images and various symbols taken out 
of the safcred groves. And it is the chief spur 
to the men's courage, that their squadrons or 
battalions are not formed as chance directs, 
or by the accidental neighbourhood of the 
moment, but according to families and kindred. 
And their pledges are close by, where they 
can hear the shouts, of their women and the 
cries of the cliildren. There each man finds 
his truest witness, his chief reward of praise. 
They take their wounds to the mothers and 
wives, who are not afraid to count the cuts or 
to insist on some wound being shown, and 
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who carry food and cheering advice to those 
who are still in the fight. 

8. It is related that once, when their line women 
was just giving way and about to break, it was 
saved by the women, who ceased not to entreat 
and throw their bodies in the way, pointing to 
the captivity which was closing on them, which 
these men fear and detest far more for their 
women than for themselves ; so much so that 
the spirit of a tribe is most eflSciently quelled 
when it is ordered to send with the other 
hostages some girls of noble race. Besides, 
they think that there is something holy and 
prophetic in a woman's nature, and they 
neither despise their plans nor neglect their 
counsel. We ourselves saw, in the reign 
of the Blessed Vespasian, that famous Veleda*. 
who was for so long and among so many tribes 
held in the place of a God ; and in old times 



' She was kept as a prisoner at Rome. 
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they held Aurinia* and many other women in 
veneration, without adoring them or treating 
them as actual Goddesses. 
The Gods. 9* 0^ *'^^^ Gods Morcuryf has the most 
worship, and on certain days they think it 

ii right to serve him with human sacrifices. 

They propitiate Hercules and MarsJ with 
gifts of animals, and some of the Suabians 

• also sacrifice to Isis.§ Of the cause and begin- 

ning of these foreign rites among them I can 
ascertain but little, except that the very sym- 
bol of the Goddess, shaped as it is in the form 
of a galley, shows that the worship came firoin 
foreign parts. For the rest, they think it 
belongs to the majesty of the Gods not to con- 
fine them in houses built with hands nor to 

j liken their countenance to the face of a man : 

they consecrate woods and groves, and give the 

* ** Abruna " means a prophetess. 

f Teutates. J Odin and Hesus, the Gods of War. 

§ Probably the Moon. 
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name of some God to that loneliness which 
is the only thing that they regard with awe. 

10. They observe omens and the casting omens, 
of lots as much as any people in the world. 
They cast lots very simply. A rod is cut from 
some fruit-bearing tree and cut into sticks, 
which are distinguished by various devices and > 
then scattered at random upon a white robe ; 
then, if the lot is taken in public, the priest of 
the clan, or if in private the father of the 
household, praying to the Gods and looking up 
to heaven, thrice takes up a lot and in- 
terprets its meaning according to the mark, as 
he holds it in the air. If the lot forbids, there 
is no more consulting upon the matter in hand 
for that day ; but if it is favourable, they try 
their fortune again. They have, too, like our- 
selves, a way of taking omens from the notes 
and flight of birds. Their experience in the 
warnings and forecasts to be got from horses is 
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peculiar to their nation. White horses, sullied 
with no toil for man, are kept by the State in 
the sacred woods and groves which I men- 
tioned, and the priest and the king or chief go 
with the steeds, harnessed in the sacred car, 
and observe their neighings and sudden move- 
ments. There is more belief in this mode of 
augury than in any of the rest, not only among 
the people, but among the nobles and the 
priests ; for they can only be servants of the 
Gods, but the horses, they suppose, are aware 
of the designs of heaven. There 18 yet another 
method of augury, by which they seek to learn 
their fortune in a serious war. They capture 
by some means a prisoner of the tribe with 
which they are at war, and set him to fight 
with a champion of their own men, each using 
his native arms ; and the victory of the one 
or of the other is accepted as deciding the 
question beforehand. 
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11, Small matters are managed by the Meetings, 
chiefe, but all share in the graver business — 
but so that the chiefs have the carrying out of 
what the people decide. Their days of meet- 
ing are appointed, unless something unforeseen 
occurs, on the days of the new moon and full 
moon, for these they believe to be the luckiest 
times for business. They do not count by days, 
as we do, but by nights. In making appoint* 
ments or giving a summons they use the same 
method : the day is counted with the foregoing 
night. Their freedom leads to one fault: 
they do not come all together to the meeting, 
nor when they are bidden, but a second and a 
third day is often wasted by their delays in 
assembling. When the crowd is large enough 
they all sit down, holding their weapons. At 
the meeting silence is enjoined by the priests, 
who have, for that occasion, the power of en- 
forcing it. Then the king or a chief, accord- 

2 

Digitized by Google 



[ 18 ] 

ing to age and rank and according to the 
warlike fame and eloquence of the speaker, is 
heard by the meeting, more as having 
authority to persuade than as having the 
power to command. If what he says displeases 
i them, a murmur sets it aside ; if they like it, 

they clash their javelins together : applauding 
j with their weapons is the most valued sign of 

approval. 
Crimes. 12. At theso meetings criminals are charged 

and may be tried for their lives. The punish- 
ment varies with the offence. Traitors and 
deserters are hung on the trees : cowards 
and sluggards are drowned in mud or in 
some marsh, with hurdles thrown upon their 
heads. The distinction is with the view of 
exposing a crime in its punishment, but of 
concealing a disgrace. There are propor- 
tionate punishments for lighter crimes, the 
offender being fined so many sheep or cattle 
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upon conviction. . Part of the fine goes to 
the king or to the community, and part is } 
paid to the person injured, or his relatives. 

At the same meetings chiefs are chosen to 
administer the laws in the villages and country 
districts, each having a hundred "companions" 
with him, to give advice and add authority. 

13. Without their weapons they do no Lord aiui 

vassal. 

business, either public or private. But it is 

not their custom for any to take arms before 

the community has approved his capacity. 

Then, while the meeting is going on, one of 

the chiefs, or the father, or some kinsman, 

adorns the young man with a shield or lance. 

That is their way of coming of age, the boy's 

first step to honour : before it he is one of 

the household, after it a member of the State. 

The high rank of a family, or the gi-eat 

deeds of their forefathers, give to some youths 

the rank of chiefs ; but the others join the 
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troop of some of the stronger soldiers of long- 
standing repute, and feel no shame in being 
seen among his followers. 

Even among the followers there are dif- 
ferences of rank, of which the leader is the 
judge, and there is much envy of the followers 
who are put first by their chief, and of the 
chief who has the greatest and the bravest 
following. Rank and power lie in being 
always surrounded by a band of chosen youths, 
their leader's glory in peace and safeguard in 
war. Not only in his own tribe, but among 
all the neighbouring peoples, a man gains 
name and fame by excelling in the number 
and valour of his men. Embassies seek him 
and load him with gifts, and his renown wDl 
often decide a war. 

'ife in war. 1 a r\ it - ^ 

-I*- On the battle-field it is shameful for 
the leader to be excelled in courage, for the 
followers not to equal the valour of their 
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chief. And, indeed, it is a lifelong infamy 
and crime to survive the leader and quit the 
field. Their most sacred vow is to guard and 
protect him, and to add their brave deeds to 
the credit of his glory. The chiefe fight for 
victory, the followers for their chief. If their 
native state is reposing in the quiet of 
a long peace, most of the young nobles go off 
to the nations which are at war, because they 
disUke rest, and can gain renown more easily 
amid danger, and because a man cannot pro- 
vide for a large following except by violence 
and war. Each of his soldiers must have 
from the bounty of the chief his steed of war 
and his bloody and conquering spear. For 
instead of pay they take good food, and a 
plentiful but rough equipment of arms. The 
material for such bounty must come firom 
plunder in war. Nor would one so easily 
persuade these men to sow a crop and wait on 
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the seasons, as to challenge the foe and to 
., labour for wounds ; for they think it indeed a 

lazy and shiftless thing to earn by the sweat 
of the brow what might be won by blood. 
Life ill peace. 15. Whou they are not at war they pass 
the time partly in hunting but mostly in doing 
nothing, and are given up to eating and sleep- 
ing — the strongest warriors will hand over 
the care of their houses and fields and their 
domestic rites to the care of the women and 
old men, and the feeblest of the household, 
while they lie torpid* Strange, that the same 
men should hate peace and love sloth ! 

It is the custom for the township to make 
offerings of corn and cattle to the chiefs, so 
much from every man, which are honourable 
to receive and useful as an income. They like 
best the gifts which come from neighbouring 
tribes, which are sent by communities as well 
as by private persons — ^such as choice horses 
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and trappings, weapons of great size, and 
collars for ornament. And they have now 
learnt from us to accept gifts of money. 

16. It is well known that the Germans House?. 
never live in towns, and cannot even bear their 
homesteads to touch each other. They live 
scattered apart, according to each man's liking 
for a stream, or a meadow or wood. They 
found villages, not like our own with the sides 
of the houses touching and joined in the 
building, but every man has a space round his 
own house, either as a protection from fire or 
because they do not know how to build. 
They never use building-stone or tiles, but 
use unshaped logs for everything, without 
caring for elegant appearance. But some 
parts of the house are plastered with chalk, 
so pure and bright that it gives the appear- 
ance of a painting in colours. They are 
wont also to dig caves underground, which 
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The latter choose beasts for the purpose, and 
sew bits of colour on the skins and pieces of 
the fur of animals which live in the outer 
ocean and the unknown parts of their seas. 

The women have the same dress as the 
men, except that they often wear linen veils 
with purple patterns, and that they do not • 
make the upper part of their dress into 
sleeves, but have bare arms and shoulders ; 
and even part of the side is bare. 

18. Although their laws of marriage are Marriage, 
severe, you will admire this as much as any 
part of their customs, for they are almost the 
only savages who are content with one wife 
apiece; some few being allowed more because 
of their noble race. The wife does not bring 
the dower to the husband, but the husband to 
the wife. The parents and kinsfolk take part 
in the bargain and approve the gifts. They 
are not presents to please a woman, or adorn 
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a bride, but a yoke of oxen, a bridled horse, 
a shield with a sword and lance. On these 
gifts being made the husband receives his 
wife, and she, in her turn, gives a present 
of arms to him. This is what they think 
the closest bond, the mystery and holy cere- 
mony of marriage; and that she may not 
think herself outside the cares of valour, or 
beyond the chances of war, she is warned by 
these symbols of her new state, that she has 
come as a comrade in peril and in toil, to 
suffer and to dare with her husband in 
peace and war. This is the meaning of the 
yoked oxen, the harnessed horse, the gifts 
of arms : it is for life and for death : she must 
take them to hand on, untarnished and un- 
shamed, to her sons, for their wives to take 
in turn and restore to her grandsons again. 
Social life. 19. And SO they live in an atmosphere of 
virtue, unspoiled by enticing shows or the 
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excitement of the feast. Men and women 
are alike ignorant of the refinements of 
literature. But among them vice has no 
charm : they do not call mutual corruption 
the way of the world ; and their good 
customs are stronger than our good laws. 

20. In every house the unclad dirty chil- children, 
dren grow up to those great Kmbs and bodies 
which we admire. The mother nurses her 
child, and does not hand it over to a maid- 
servant or foster mother. You cannot tell 
the master from the slave by any graces of 
education. They live with the same cattle, 
on the same earthen floor, until at the proper 
age the free-bom lad is taken away, and his 
manliness shows that he is a man. A sister's 
sons are as much considered by their uncle 
as by their own father ; and some even think 
the relationship to the uncle to be the closer 
and the more sacred of the two, and prefer 

Digitized by Google 



[ 28- ] 

to take nephews when receiving hostages, so 
as by this means to get a firmer hold upon 
the mind and a wider grasp of the family. 
But a man's sons are always his heirs and 
successors, and wills are not allowed. If 
there are no sons the brothers or uncles in 
the nearest degree inherit. The more the 
kinsfolk and relations by marriage, the plea- 
santer is old age ; and being childless is no 
distinction there. 

Feuiis. 21. It is as necessary to take on the feuds 

as the friendships of a father or relation ; but 
the former may be appeased. For a man's 
life can be redeemed with a fine of cattle and 
sheep, and the whole kindred receives the 
price ; and this is a public benefit, for hatred 
. is most dangerous when it goes hand-in-hand 
with freedom. 



Guests. 



In banquetings and feastings they indulge 
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more freely than any other people. It is 
thought wicked to drive any man from the 
door ; according to his means every one spreads 
a feast for the guest. When it is over, the 
host straightway becomes a guide, and leads 
the way to a neighbour's house. They enter 
without invitation ; nor is that any harm : they 
are just as kindly received. In the matter of 
hospitality they make no diflference between a 
friend and a stranger. It is the custom to 
give to the parting guest anything that he 
asks ; and each may ask the other for a gift 
with equal freedom. They are glad of a 
present, but they keep no account of what is 
given, and feel no obligation. 

22. As soon as they get up from their sleep. Daily life, 
which generally lasts well into the day, they 
wash themselves, mostly in warm water, be- 
cause the winter lasts so long. When they 
have washed they take a meal,. every one 
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with a separate bench and table to himself. 
Then, donning their armour, they go to busi- 
ness or just as often to a feast. 
Feasts. Jfo ouo IS blamcd for spending the whole 

day and night at a feast. Quarrels arise as 
frequently as one might expect from their 
love of drink, and sometimes end in abusive 
words, but more often in wounds and blood. 
At these feasts, too, they are wont to discuss 
the making up of feuds, the alliances of 
families and of princes, and, in a word, the busi- 
ness of peace and war : thinking that at this 
time of all others the mind is open to simple 
reasoning and excited to great undertakings. 
Not being a crafty or a cunning race, under 
cover of a joke they bring out the secrets 
of their hearts. Every one's thoughts being 
thus laid bare, the matter is next day discussed 
again. Thus neither of the opportunities is 
lost. They argue when the mind is free from 
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fancies, and decide when they are least liable 
to mistake. 

23. Their drink is a liquor made from Food, 
barley or com, a bad imitation of wine. The 
frontier tribes buy wine. Their food is plain : 
fruits of the field, fresh venison, and curdled 
milk. They get rid of hunger without a 
splendid show or tempting dishes. In face 

of thirst they are not so self-contained. If 
one could indulge their drunkenness with all 
its desire, they would be conquered through 
their vice as easily as by our arms. 

24. They have but one kind of show, and Games 
have it at every gathering. Tfaked lads, who 
know the game, leap among swords and in 
front of spears. Practice gives cleverness, and 
cleverness grace ; but it is not a trade or done 

for hire : however venturesome their sport the 
only pajTuent is the delight of the crowd. 
Dice, strange to say; make the serious work 
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of their sober moments, with such a recklessness 
of gain and loss, that when all else is gone, 
they play one more game for life and liberty. 
'( The loser goes into voluntary bondage : though 

the younger or the stronger of the two, he 
lets himself be tied up and sold. Such is 
their obstinacy in evil, which they call hon- 
our. Slaves of this sort are passed on to 
the merchants, that the winner in his turn 
may lose the shame of his victory. 
Slaves. 25. They have other slaves whoso different 

duties in the household are not defined, as with 
us. Each has his dwelling, and is master 
in his own home. The lord requires a little 
com, some cattle or clothing, as from a hus- 
bandman, and so far the man is a slave. The 
master's wife and children fulfil the other 
household duties. It is unusual to scourge a 
slave, or to send him to prison or hard labour. 
Sometimes they are killed, not in the course of 
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Severe discapUne, but in a sudden fit of anget, 
like an enemy, except, indeed, that there is no 
punishment. 

The freedmen are not much above the slaves, 
very rarely a power in the family, and never in 
the State, except only in the tribes which are 
ruled by kings. For there they rise above the 
freemen and the nobles ; elsewhere the lower 
position of the freedmen is a sign of the general 
liberty. 

26. Interest for money and usury are un* Loaivs. 
known; and so the rule is kept better than if 
they had been known and forbidden. 

They settle in a body on different parts of xiuage. 

their land by turns, and then share the fields 

according to their rank; and the great extent i, 

of the fields makes the allotment easy. They 

change the coni-land every year, and have 

more ground than they want. For they never 

3 
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take advant^e of the fertUity and extent of 
their lands by working at planting orchards, 
fencing oflf meadows, or irrigating gardens: 
the earth is only bidden to bear a crop of 
com. And for this reason they have not so 
many divisions of the seasons: they know and 
have names for Winter, Spring and Summer; 
but they know neither the name nor the bless- 
ings of Autumn. 
Funerals. 27. They take no pride in funerals, and 
their only rite is to burn the bodies of their 
famous men with a particular wood. They do 
not heap the funeral pyre with garments or 
spices : the dead man^s armour, and sometimes 
his horse, is thrown into the fire. A mound 
of turf makes the sepulchre. They despise 
the honour of a lofty and long-wrought tomb, 
weighing the dead man down. They soon 
leave off lamenting and weeping, but are 
slow to put aside their sadness and grie£ 
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Women may weep: men should only re- 
member. 

28. Such is the general account given of Migrations, 
the origin and customs of the whole German 
race. I will now describe the civil and reli- 
gious institutions of the several nations, their 
different fashions, and the migrations of vari- 
ous tribes into Gaul. We learn from the 
Emperor Julius, the highest of authorities, 
that the Gauls were once much stronger than 
they are at present, and so it becomes easier to 
believe that some of their people even invaded 
Germany ; for what a small barrier the river 
would be to prevent the nation which was 
strongest for the moment from occupying fresh 
land or changing their settlements in a coun- 
try which still was common ground, not yet 
divided by the rise of powerml kingdoms! 
Thus the Swiss at one time held the country 

between the Hartz Forest and the rivers Rhine 

3—2 

Digitized by Google 



[ 36 ] 

and Main, and the Boli the district beyond^ 
both peoples being of Gallic origin. The name 
Bohemia is still used, and marks the old his-» 
tory of the place, although the inhabitants are 
changed. 

As to the migrations of the tribes called 
Aravisci and Ofi, it is uncertain whether the 
one left its German home to settle across the 
Danube, or whether it was the other that emi* 
grated into Germany from abroad ; for they 
still have the same language, laws and customs, 
perhaps because the same things would be good 
or bad for both tribes in the days when they 
lived in the same poverty and freedom on 
opposite sides of the river. 

The people of Treves and Cambray are still 
eager to boast of their German blood, that the 
glory of their birth, I suppose, may distinguish 
them from the rest of the Gauls, who are all 
exactly alike and all good for nothing. The 
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people of Worms, Strasburg and Spiers, on our 
side of the Rhine, are certainly of German 
race ; and even the citizens of Cologne, who 
have risen to be an Imperial colony and who 
like to be called after their founder, the 
Empress Agrippina, never blush at 'their ori- 
ginal condition : they crossed the river to our 
side many years ago and (to try their loyalty) 
were settled actually upon its shore, not for 
their own safe custody, but to keep back the 
other tribes. 

29. Of all these nations the Batavians are Holland, 
most eminent in valour. They have not much 
of the mainland, but Uve on an island in the 
Rhine. They were originally a tribe of Hes- 
sians, and, through some domestic quarrel, 
crossed over to their present home, where they 
were to become a portion of the Roman Em- 
pire. They still enjoy that honour and the 
privileges of their old oJliajjce; for they are not 
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debased by tribute nor ground down by the 
tax-gatherer : they are exempt from pa3dng 
subsidies and benevolences, and are kept for 
the wars — ^put on one side to be used only in a 
fight, like swords and spears in a store. The 
Nassau. tribes of Nassau are in the same kind of vas- 
salage ; for the greatness of the Roman people 
has cast the shadow of the Empire beyond the 
Rhine and beyond the ancient boundaries ; so 
that in their settlements and all along their 
frontiers on their own side of the river they act 
heart and soul with us. They are Uke the 
Batavians in most other points, except that 
their soil and cUmate has given them a keener 
spirit. I should not count our military colonies 
as German, although the settlements are on 
the German side of the Rhine and Danube. 
A set of careless adventurers from Gaul, with 
the courage of starvation, took possession of 
this debatable land; then the frontier was 
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altered and the line of our posts advanced ; 
and so they were enfolded in the Empire, and 
became part of our German dominions. 

30. With the Black Forest, beyond ourflesae. 
settlements, the country of the Catti * begins. 
It has not so much marsh and standing water 
as the States which spread across the German 
plain ; for the hills go for a long way and then 
dwindle by degrees, and the forest foUows its 
children till it leaves them on the plain. 
These people have tougher bodies with closer- 
knit limbs than the others ; with more mena- 
cing eyes and spirits of a sterner stuff. Like 
all Germans, they have plenty of craft and 
cleverness. They choose officers and obey 
them, keep rank, seize the moment for fight 
or keep back their charge, divide the day for 
various duties, and he entrenched by night, 

* I'he name of the Hessians, Catti, or Katten^ is 
said to signify the " Wild Cats," 
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count fortune but a chance, and valour tlie 
only certainty ; and, what is more rare than 
all, and only given to those who have the 
Roman discipline, they rely upon the general 
more than upon the troops. All their strength 
is in the infantry, who carry, besides their 
arms, a load of iron and other supplies. You 
may see other tribes go out to fight, but the 
Catti go to war. Raids and chance skirmishes 
are rare with them. It is indeed rather the 
mark of strength in cavalry to be quick at 
snatching a victory and quick in yielding the 
day. Swiftness is akin to fear, and slowness 
is the neighbour of fortitude. 

31. One thing has turned into a national 
habit among the Catti, which, in other tribes> 
is rare, and the mark of exceptional valour. 
Every one on reaching manhood lets his hair 
and beard grow loose, and never changes the 
fashion ordw^ed bjr hi$ knightly vow untU hQ 
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has killed an enemy. Then, with his foot upon 
the corpse and on the spoils of war, he ties 
back his hair and feels that life is at last 
worth having and that he is worthy of his , 
family and fatherland. The coward and the 
sluggg.rd must remain for ever unkempt. 

Their champions wear like a fetter an iron champions. 
ring, a badge of shame among them, not to be 
loosed until a foe is slain. There are many 
of them in this guise, and some have grown 
grey in glory and are pointed out by friends 
and foes. Theirs is the opening of every 
fight : they stand ever in the foremost rank, 
a marvel to see. For never even in time of 
peace do they tame their wild looks. They 
have no house or field or family care : where- 
soever ihey go they are received and fed, 
wasteful of others' goods, scorning their own, 
until in pale old age they grow too feeble for 
guch savageness of valour, 
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Sits. 32. The TJsipii and Tencteri * come next, 

living near the Rhine, which here flows in a 
well-marked channel and forms an excellent 
frontier. These last have, besides the usual 
accomplishments of war, a special skill in the 
management of horses, and their cavalry are 
as famous as the Cattian infantry. Their 
forefathers taught what they now practise. 
Horsemanship is the game of the children, the 
sport of the young men, and the old men 
never give it up. The horse is handed on as 
a part of the household, a member of the family, 
a portion of the inheritance : it does not pass 
to the eldest son, like other property, but goes 
to the son who is bravest and boldest in war. 

The fate of 33. Their next neighbours were formerly 

theBructeri. "^ 

the Bructeri; but travellers say that the 

* These tribes afterwards united with the Suabians, 
who represent most of the peoples of modem 
Germanj. 

Digitized by Google 



[ 43 ] 

country is now held by Saxon tribes from the 
Ems and Weser, the surrounding nations 
having joined to destroy the Bructeri root and 
branch, whether from hatred of their arro- 
gance, or from the lust of plunder, or perhaps 
from some kindness of Heaven to ourselves. 
For the Gods grudged not even to let us see 
the sight. Over sixty thousand men fell 
dead upon the field, not under the Roman 
sword and spear, but in a still more stately 
fashion, dying to make a show before our 
delighted eyes. Long, long may it last, I 
pray, that if they love not Rome, at least they 
may hate each other ; since in our Empire's 
predestined march, fortune can grant us no 
greater booh than the discord of our foes. 

34. To the rear of these invaders lie the ^nesiand 
Dulgibini, and other less-known tribes, and in 
fix)nt the Frisians meet them. The Greater 
and Lesser Frisians are so called from the 
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proportion of their forces. Both nations are 
skirted by the Rhine as far as the ocean, and 
they spread besides around the vast lagoons 
{the Zuyder Zee), on which Roman fleets have 
sailed. 

Ncrih Sea. We havo even tried the ocean beyond, and 
the rumour goes that other Pillars of Hercules* 
are standing there ; perhaps Hercules reached 
the place, or perhaps we have the habit of 
connecting every wonder of the world with 
his renown. Our Drusus, too, was bold 
enough, but Ocean kept the secret of Hercules 
and his own. Afterwards no one tried again ; 
and faith in the unseen things of the Gods was 
found to be more pious and respectful than 
definite knowledge. 

The chaucL 35. Thus far towards the west is Germany 
known to us. From this point it sweeps in a 
mighty curve towards the north. And here 

* Comparing the Danish Sound to the Straits of 
Gibraltar, the old <* Pillars of Hercules." 
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ftt once we come upon the Chauci. Theii* 
country, though beginning on the Friesland 
frontier, and taking in parts of the coast, 
stretches along the flank of all the nations 
which I have described, until at last it runs 
into the territory of the CattL And this vast 
region the Chaud not only hold, but fill. 
The noblest of the German nations, they 
prefer right to might for their defence. They 
are neither greedy nor feeble; but, staying in 
their quiet homes, they challenge no wars and 
fear no invading plunderers^ And it is the 
best proof of their courage and strength that 
they do not insult others to show their superior 
force. Yet every man's sword is ready, and 
on occasion they raise an army with a mighty 
force of men and horses ; but in time of peace 
their glory is none the less.* 

* They afterwards formed part of the Frankish 
Confederacy. Some think that the name Chauci, 
Kauken, means " The Owls." 
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36. Beside the Chanci and the Catti 
{between tlie Elbe and Wtser) the Chemsci,* 
unmolested by their neighbonrs, too long 
gathered the firuits of peace, firanght with the 
seeds of decay. A pleasant but a penlous life ! 
For the truce between the weak and the strong 
is treacherous, and when force conies in, the 
conqueror alone takes the title of sober and 
honest. So the " kind and good Chemsci " of 
old times are now called " lazy fools," and the 
Catti by their fortune in war are turned into 
wise men. 

The Fosi (a Saocon tribe) were entangled in 
the fall of the Cherusd, and have had their 
fall share of evil, though when fortune smiled 
there was no such equal partnership. 

37. The Cimbri dwell by the shores of the 
ocean in the same quarter of Germany. A 



* The Chemsci also formed part of the Prankish 
2^j^on m later times. 
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small State now, but how vast their glory I 
And far and wide are seen the traces of their 
ancient renown, in the camps and enclosures 
on both their coasts, by the circuit of which 
one may measure even now their mass and 
force in days of old, and learn to believe the 
story of that monstrous exodus.* 

Six hundred and forty years had Rome 
stood when first she heard the clash of the 
Cimbrian arms. If we count from that day 
to this Second Consulate of the Emperor 
Trajan,f we make a period of over two 
hundred and ten years, and all that time we 
have been the conquerors of Germany. 

During this long epoch many were the 

* The Cimbri liycd in Jutland and Schleswig-Hol- 
atein. When they inyaded the Roman empire in 
the year b.c. 113, their armies are said to hare 
numbered a quarter of a million of men. 

t A.D. 98. The ** Germany** was published in that year. 
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VVDUnds on either side. Never did the Samnilc 
or the Carthaginian, never Gaul or Spain, 
never even did the Parthians more often call 
us to arms; there is more life in the free 
Germans than in all the realms of Arsaces.* 
For the killing of Crassus was all the harm 
we got from the East before it fell at the feet 
of Ventidius, and even then they lost their 
King Pacorus. Put the Germans routed or 
took prisoners Carbo and Cassius, Scaurus and 
Caepio, and even the gteat Manlius, and five 
armies altogether led by the Consuk of the 
lloman Republic ; even Augustus they robbcdf 

* The Arsacid kings reigned in Parthia. After the 
death of Citissus, Ventidius killed Pacorus in battle, 
and drove the Parthians from Syria, across the 
EupliKatcs. The object of mentioning these wars was 
to please Trajan, who had gained the only victory 
over the Parthians since the establiahmer.t of the 
Empire. 

t An allusion to the cry of Auorustus: "Varus, 
Varus, give me back my legions ! " The Cherusci 
under Arminius or llcrrman destroyed the Roman 
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of Varus and the three legions ; and not with- 
out loss did Marius in Italy, and the sacred 
Julius in Gaul, and Drusus and Tiberius and 
Germanicus, smite them in their homes. 
Afterwards the loud vaunts of the Emperor 
Caligula were turned into a silly joke."*^ 
Thenceforward nothing was done; until the 
Germans took advantage of our discord and 
civil wars to storm our winter camps, and even 
to threaten us in Gaul. We beat -them back 
again ; but since then we have had more pro- 
cessions than victories. 

army at Winfeld, in the Teutoberger VVald. One 
of the most ancient German ballads celebrates the 
Herman-schlacht : — 

" Un Herman slaug dermen : 

Slang pipen, slaug trummen : 

De f Ursten sind kammen 

Mit all eren-mannen : 

Habt Varus up-hangen." 
The date of the battle was a.d. 9. 

* The legions picked up shells, and Caligula claimed 
the conquest of the ocean* 

4 

Digitized by Google 



[ 50 ] 
suabia. 38. I must now describe the Suabiang, 

who are not all of one tribe like the Catti : 
the greater part of Germany belongs to them 
(between the Oder and the JDaniibe), and though 
the various tribes retain their separate names, 
the whole confederacy is called the Suabian 
Land** 

It is the sign of their race to part the hair 
at the side, and to tie it in knots : by this a 
Suabian is known among other Germans, and 
a free Suabian among slaves. The fashion is 
rare among the other nations, and only 
adopted when a man has relations among the 
Suabians, or wishes to imitate their ways ; 
moreover, it is always confined to the young. 
But among the Suabians even the the white- 
haired old man will brush back his straggling 

* The Suabians afterwards became the Alemannl, 
who represent, roughly speaking, the peoples of 
Modern Germany. 
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locks to make one knot for the top of his 
head.* And their princes do the same, but 
bestow more care upon their curls. Such is 
their vanity ; harmless enough, because these 
are no boy's love-locks, but an adornment for 
the eyes of the foe ; and they deck themselves 
to look more tall and terrible as they go to 
battle. 

39. The Somnones {Sonuen) call themselves ^^ll^l^^ 
the oldest and the noblest of the race. And 
religion Has sanctified the claim ; for at stated 
times all the people who boast of Suabian 
blood, either in person or by ambassadors 
gather in the holy groves of the Sonnenwald, 

*' A forest consecrate 
"By rit€s ancestral and an antique aw6." 



* ** Die fr;?ien Suevcn kiimmten ihr Haaf seitwarts 
und banden es in Knoten." " Es war Gebrauclie der 
Suevan das Ilaar nacli hinten zurtlckzuschlagen/* 
^— Grimm. The meaning of the passage is very much 
disputed^ 

4—2 

Digitized by Google 



[ 52 ] 

Here they celebrate their horrible birthday 
feast, with the barbarous rites of a public 
human sacrifice. And their awe of the forest 
is shown in other ways ; for no man may 
enter it except in chains, as one of low estate 
and bearing on his body the sign of the power 
of God. If he falls, he may not rise or be 
lifted up, but must roll himself out upon the 
ground. And all their superstitions point in 
the same way, that this is the cradle of the 
race, that here is God who rules all things, 
and the rest are but slaves at his feet. . 

The prosperity of the Semnones increases 
their importance with the others : they 
inhabit a. hundred cantons ; and from the 
great size of their country they account it the 
capital of Suabia. 
ci«rtha. 40. The Lombards, on the other hand, ai-e 
all the more glorious for being few in number : 
surrounded on all sides by powerful nations. 
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they are vassals to none, but earn their safety 
in the perils of battle. Next come the Po- 
meranian tribes, and the Angles and Warings, 
whose ramparts are the river and the forest, 
none of them very noticeable, except for their 
common worship of Hertha, or Mother Earth, 
who as they believe takes part in the affairs of 
men and visits her people in person. In an 
island of that ocean {Heligoland) stands an 
inviolate grove, and in it a holy car, draped 
with robes. One priest alone is suffered to 
touch the car. He alone is aware of the God- 
dess visiting her shrine, and he alone, bowing 
low, follows her, drawn by her yoke of kine. 
Then the days are merry and the places gay, 
where the Goddess deigns to come as a guest. 
No man will go to war or take a weapon : 
every sword is sheathed in the Truce of God. 
For those few hours alone peace and quiet are 
welcomed and enjoyed, until the same priest 
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restores to her shrine the Goddess wpary of 
her converse with mankind. Soon afterwards 
the car and its robes (and, if you care to be- 
Eeve it, the Goddess herself) are purified in a 
lonely lake. Slaves do the work, and the next 
moment are swallowed by the waters. Hence 
the mystical terror and pious reluctance to 
inquire what rites are those, which to look 
upon is death. 
Heer-man- 41^ Thcsc branchcs of the Suabian race 
spread into the least-known parts of Germany. 
Nearer home (following the line of the Danube 
as just now we followed the Rhine) we have 
the EepubUc of the Hermunduri who are our 
trusty alUes : wherefore they alone of all the 
Germans mix with our people not only on the 
frontier but as far within our limits as the 
magnificent capital of Rhootia {Augsburg). 
They cross the river as they please and with- 
out an escort, and while we show nothing but 
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our camps and armies to the rest, we allow 
these men to see our houses and country man- 
sions, because they do not covet them. In their 
country the Elbe rises, once a famous and well- 
known river: now only its name is known. 

42. Next to them come the (-Bai;amw)Boheniia. 
Narisci, and then (Bohemian) Marcomanni or 
Mark-men, and Quadi. The Mark-men are 
the strongest and most renowned of all : their 
present homes indeed were the prize of their 
valour in driving out the old Bohemians, 
Nor have the others whom I named degene^ 
rated from their ancient fame. 

These nations form the van of Germany 
along the line of the Danube. 

The Bohemian people within living memory 
had kings of their own race, the noble line of 
Marobod and Tuder ; they now suffer the rule 
of foreigners. But the dignity and power of 
their present rulers is owed to our protection ; 
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and they are constantly helped with our money, 
though not very often by our anns. 
Silesia. 43. Equally strong are the Silesian tribes 

to the northward, who close the Bohemian 
rear. Of these the Marsigni and ^Burii are 
true Suabians in manners and language. But 
the Gothini who talk Gallic and the Ofi who 
talk Slavonian are proved to be no Germans 
by their dialects. Moreover they pay tribute, 
which the Sarmatians on the one side and 
the Quadi on the other make them pay as 
foreigners. And yet these Gothini, to their 
shame, have iron mines of their own. 

None of them have much of the low country, 
most of their settlements being in the forest or 
on the mountain-peaks and ridges. For the 
Suabian Land is cut in two by the unbroken 
moimtain range of the Carpathians, on the 
further side of which are many more nations. 
Of these the renown of the Lygians has spread 
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the widest among the neighbouring commu- 
nities. It will be enough to name the most 
powerful of their tribes, the Arians, the Na- 
harvali and the other nations on the Oder. 

The Naharvali can show a grove, the 
shrine of an ancient worship. Here their 
priest presides, in a woman's dress, but the 
Gods of the place, to give them their Roman 
name, are Castor and Pollux. These Gods . 
have the attribute that we know ; and they 
call it Alff.* They have no images — no < 
trace that their worship has come from 
abroad; yet the Gods are adored as twin 
brethren, gifted mth youth, as with us. 

I should say that the Arians, besides their The Arians 
actual strength, in which they excel the other 
tribes, are very ferocious, and add to their 
native savageness the meretricious tricks of 

* St. Elmo's Fire is the modern name for the 
phosphoric light on the rigging of ships, which is here 
spoken of as the attribute of the Twin Gods. 
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art, and cunning choice of times, for their 
shields are black, their bodies painted ; they 
choose a gloomy night for a battle ; and, what 
with terror and darkness, their foes are struck 
with a horror of this army of death, and not a 
man can stand against their strange and well- 
nigh hellish appearance. For in every battle 
the beginning of the defeat is in the eyes. 

(loths. Beyond the Lygians are the Goths, who 

are ruled by kings a little more strictly than 
the other German nations, but yet not more 
than is consistent with freedom. Thence, 
turning from the ocean, we come to the people 
of Rugen and the Lemovii. And all these 
nations may be known by their round shields 
and short swords, and their loyalty towards 
their kings. 

Sweden. ^^ Boyond them, in mid-ocean, lie the islands 
of the Swedes, whose strength lies in ships as 
well as in arms and men. Their ships are of 
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an unusual build, being double-pro wed, and 
so always able to run to shore. They are not 
worked with sails, and have no ranks of oars 
in their sides ; but the oars are loose, as in 
some river-boats, and can be changed about 
from one side to the other, as occasion requires. 
The Swedes have a great respect for riches, 
and are therefore under the sway of a single 
king, to whose rule in this case there are no 
exceptions of Hberty, and whose power rests 
not on any consent of theirs. 

Nor, as with other Germans, are their 
weapons kept in a common store, but are 
locked up and under a keeper, himself a slave ; 
because the ocean forbids any sudden invasion 
of a foe, and idle men with arms in their 
hands become too easily restive. And in truth 
it is good kingcraft not to give the charge of 
arms to a noble or a free man, or even to one 
who was once a slave. 
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r:.* irj se* 4o. T:- ilje r?:rifc. of Sweden is another 
5ea- il:i~i ini rizti imrirpled, wliich men 
ItZieve t.j le tie ^£Le and fr3ntier of the 
w":r.i. t^caTise thse the fcriAtness of the 
SEttJyg r::: Lisis ^nidl his risiiiz, so as to pale 
the starlight : ani thrv are fcrther persuaded 
that straz^ 5n:i:i.is are heard hy night, and 
that : rmis of -iiriEe beings and a head crowned 
with ravs are seen. At this paint, it is said 
with tjmth, the world come to an end. 



i -»tt. 



Ani^j<r But to retam,— on the opposite shore of 
the Baltic Sea, the Esthonians dwell by the 
wave<. Their religion and diess are Suabian, 
their language more like the British. They 
worship {Fret/a) the Mother of the GKxls, and 
wear the images of wild boars as the symbol 
of their belief. This, as they think, without 
the aid of sword or shield, will give safety to 
the servant of the Goddess even in the midst 
of foes. They rarely nse iron, but mostly 
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have wooden clubs. They cultivate com and 
other fruits of the earth with more patience 
than usually belongs to the idle Germans. 
Nay, they even search the recesses of the sea, 
and are the only people who pick up the 
amber (which they call "glass") in the 
shallows and along the shore. But, like true 
savages, they have never inquired or found 
out what it is, or how produced. And for a 
very long time it used to lie unnoticed among 
the other "jetsam" of the sea, until our 
luxury gave it a name among them. Among 
themselves it is of no use : it is gathered in 
rough pieces and carried across Europe in 
shapeless lumps, until at last they receive a 
price which amazes them. One may suppose, 
however, that it is the resin of some tree, 
because in so many pieces are glittering forms 
of creeping and even winged things, which 
must bo caught when the gum is liquid, and 
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afterwards shut in as the mass becomes solicit 
I should imagine, therefore, that there are 
woods and forests of rich growth in the islands 
and countries of the West, as in the distant 
East, where the trees bleed balm and frank- 
incense. The gums distilled and Uquefied by 
the rays of the sun, shining so close to them, 
flow into the sea, which is near at hand, and 
are washed by the force of storms upon th(> 
opposite shores* If you experiment on amber 
by putting it to a fire, it lights like a torch, 
and keeps up an oily flame, with a strong 
smell. It afterwards becomes elastic, like 
pitch or resin. • 

Norway. Tlio Sitones (Norwegians) live upon the 
same side as the Swedes, whom they resemble 
in all points but one, being under the rule of 
a woman : so low have they fallen below the 
state of a free man, or even of a slave. Here 
Suabia comes to an end. 
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46. I hardly know whether to count the 



Bordet 
tribes, 



nations of the Peucini, the Wends and the 
Finns, as Germans or as Slavonians. Though 
the first named-people, who are also called 
Bastamians, are certainly German in their 
language and religion, their settlements and 
homes, they are all dirty and lazy, and hy 
the intermarriages of theit chiefs they arc to 
some extent acquiring the Slavonian ugliness. 
The Wends, too, have caught many of the wends. 
Slavonian habits. For, in their brigand ex* 
peditions, they wander over every mountain 
and forest which stands between the Pcucini 
and the Finn^. But the Wends, I think, must 
be counted among the Germans, because they 
build houses^ and wear shields, and are fond 
of walking and very swift on foot; in all 
which qualities they differ from the Slavonians, 
who are always in their waggons or on horse- 
back. 
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Finns. The Finns are wonderfully savage and 

squalidly poor. They have no anns, no horses, 
no homes : their food is grass, their clothing 
skins of beasts ; the ground is their bed, and 
their only hope of life is in their arrows, 
j which in their lack of iron they sharpen with 

( tips of bone. The women live by hunting, 

just like the men ; for they accompany the 
men in their wanderings and seek their share 
of the prey. And they have no other refuge 
for their babes against wild beasts and storms, 
than to cover them up in their nest made by 
interlacing boughs. Such are the homes to 
which the young return, in which the old men 
take their rest. But they think it happier 
than to toil in the fields, to work at buildings, 
or in alternate hope and fear to gamble with 
their fortunes or those of others. Careless of 
what man or God may do, they have 
attained that most difficult of aU things, to be 
beyond the need of prayer. 
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All the rest is mere legend, as that the ^f^Pi*- 
Laplanders have the face and looks of men, 
but the bodies and limbs of beasts, and the 
like : of which things I know nothing for 
certain, and therefore will leave them alone. 



THE END. 
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